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The FOSS Choice

● Free as in beer pizza: no cost to you
● Free as in Freedom: the ethical choice
● Powerful and flexible software
● Use your choice of new or older computers
● Community development model
● Contribute to software yourself: code, 

documentation, or advocacy
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Mozilla Firefox

● https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/
● Web browser available for Windows, Apple, and Linux
● Replace Apple Safari, Google Chrome, Microsoft Edge or Explorer
● Faster page loading
● Lower memory use
● Better battery life
● Tracking protection and private browsing
● Containerized tabs
● Mobile version bookmark sync with desktop
● Thousands of free extensions including annotation, text highlighting, creating 

citations, ad-blocking, password management, privacy, security, shopping, and 
more

https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/
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Mozilla Thunderbird

● https://www.thunderbird.net/en-US/
● Available for Windows, Apple, and Linux
● Program to replace Microsoft Outlook or web-based email interfaces
● Manage multiple email addresses from one program
● Compatible with Gmail, Yahoo, Microsoft Live/Outlook.com, UC 

Davis student email, and other email providers
● Avoid webmail interfaces, download and your mail to your computer
● Flexible and powerful with thousands of extensions for organizing 

and sorting mail, autoreplies, encryption and privacy, managing 
contact lists, and more

https://www.thunderbird.net/en-US/
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Libre Office

● https://www.libreoffice.org/
● Runs on Windows, Apple, or Linux
● Office suite to replace MS Office/365 or Apple products
● LO Writer – Word processor (Word, Pages)
● LO Impress – Presentation slides (Powerpoint, Keynote)
● LO Calc – Spreadsheets (Excel, Numbers)
● LO Base – Databases (Access)
● LO Draw – Diagrams 
● LO Math – Formula editor

https://www.libreoffice.org/


  

Libre Office

● Uses free and open Open Document Format 
standard (.odt text, .ods spreadsheet, .odp 
presentations, and .odg illustrations)

● Able to load and save Word, Excel, and 
Powerpoint documents (.docx, .xls, .ppt)

● Fast, clean interface
● Powerful features like any other office suite
● Runs well on older hardware 
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Inkscape

● https://inkscape.org/en/
● Available for Windows, Apple, and Linux 
● Vector image drawing for graphics,  

illustrations, and artwork
● Draw and render professional-grade images
● Wide filetype support, including SVG, PNG, 

ODG, PDF, EPS, PS

https://inkscape.org/en/
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Krita

● https://krita.org/en/
● Available for Windows, Apple, and Linux
● Digital painting and artwork program
● Especially for “illustrations, concept art, matte 

painting, textures, comics and animations”
● Highly developed and powerful software

https://krita.org/en/
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The R Project

● https://www.r-project.org/
● Available for Windows, Apple, and Linux
● The R Project for Statistical Computing environment
● R programming language
● For “linear and nonlinear modelling, classical statistical tests, time-series 

analysis, classification, clustering” and other statistical techniques
● Graphics and charts
● Extremely flexible and extensible 
● Used heavily in academia and the business world
● Very common in a wide range of UC Davis math, statistics, and science 

courses in a wide range of disciplines

https://www.r-project.org/
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VLC

● https://www.videolan.org/vlc/index.html
● Available for Windows, Apple, Linux, and more
● Cross-platform media player saved or streamed 

movies, music, and more
● Play nearly any type of media from any source 

in any format on any kind of hardware
● Lightweight, extremely powerful, and 

customizable

https://www.videolan.org/vlc/index.html
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Other FOSS Choices

● Thousands of other high-quality free software choices for every need and skill level
● F-Droid App Store for FOSS applications on your Android phone
● Owncloud or Nextcloud for cloud storage at home
● Wordpress, Jekyll, Pelican, and more for blogging or running your own website
● Pidgin for instant messaging across multiple platforms
● Taskwarrior to-do lists for console cowboys 
● Audacity for audio editing
● GnuCash for managing your finances
● GIMP for advanced graphics editing and art 
● Notepad++ for quick text or advanced programming
● Blender for advanced 3D rendering
● Calibre to manage your electronic book and text library
● Advanced professional typesetting and document creation with the LaTeX project



  

Switching to Linux

● Dozens of options for varieties of the Linux 
operating system 

● Many specialty distributions
●



  

Major Linux Distributions

● Mint
● Debian
● Ubuntu
● Arch
● Fedora
● CentOS
● Manjaro
● OpenSuSE
● Gentoo
● https://distrowatch.com/search.php?origin=USA



  

Specialty Linux Distros
● PCLinuxOS to help transition from Windows
● Ubuntu Studio for video, music, and media editing
● Edubuntu for educational software needs
● Uberstudent for young students
● Neurodebian for neuroscientists
● Scientific Linux for every kind of science
● Lubuntu for efficiency and on older machines
● MuLinux for extreme minimalist installs
● Raspbian for Raspberry Pi minicomputers
● Tails for extreme privacy 
● Qubes for extreme security precautions
● GnewSense for Free Software purists
● Ubuntu Christian for the heavenly bodies
● Ubuntu Satanic for the devilishly inclined
● Bodhi Linux for the middle path between efficiency and beauty



  

Linux Hardware

● https://system76.com/
● https://puri.sm/
● https://www.dell.com/
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More Links

● https://f-droid.org/en/
● https://owncloud.org/
● https://nextcloud.com/
● https://wordpress.org/
● https://jekyllrb.com/
● https://blog.getpelican.com/
● https://www.pidgin.im/
● https://taskwarrior.org/
● https://www.gnucash.org/
● https://www.gimp.org
● http://notepad-plus.sourceforge.net/
● http://www.blender.org/
● http://calibre-ebook.com/
● https://www.latex-project.org/



  

More Links

● http://www.ubuntu.com
● http://www.redhat.com
● http://www.linuxmint.com
● http://www.raspberrypi.org
● https://alternativeto.net/
● https://opensource.org/
● https://www.linux.org/
● https://opensource.com/
●
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