Who is the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF)?

Founded in 1990, EFF is a nonprofit group that monitors free speech, online privacy, intellectual freedom and civil liberty in the electronic age. Its mission statement includes:

� Preserving Free Expression: Uphold rights to digital free expression from political, legal and technical threats.

� Protecting Digital Privacy: Empower people to maintain their privacy and control their digital identity.

� Defining Online Fair Use: Advance individuals’ rights to use media, content and language from encroachment by intellectual property holders.

Just pretty words? No way! As of 30 May 01, they are active in no less than 20 active court cases.

Domain Name Trademark Disputes: Ford v. Great Domains

Using laws intended to prevent "cybersquatting", Ford has sued many independent Web site owners whose domain names contain, in part, the words volvo, ford and jaguar, but whose content and appearance vastly differ from Ford’s corporate sites. For example, Ford is suing www.jaguarcenter.com, a site about big cats created by a child in England, of trademark infringement for $100,000.

The Right For Anonymity: Rural/Metro v. Doe

EFF is defending ‘Jane Doe’, who anonymously made comments on a Yahoo! message board devoted to AK Steel. The comments included statements that John Hritz, executive vice president and general counsel for AK Steel, was too litigious. Hritz served AOL with a subpoena seeking the identity of Jane Doe. At issue: Whether civil subpoenas can be used to intimidate individuals into self- censoring their online speech and bully service providers into forsaking the rights of their users to speak freely.

Censorship Laws: American Amusement v. Kendrick

This case deals with an Indianapolis ordinance that censors arcade video games based upon "violent content". At issue: First Amendment rights are threatened by this kind of censorship.

Privacy

Federal and state governments are putting public records, like bankruptcy records, on the internet. Among other things, these records contain social security numbers. The next court case the EFF is tackling aims to stop the government from putting your private information on the web. At issue here is whether you want anyone with a computer to have access to your legal documents.

Consumer Privacy: Judnick v. Doubleclick

Last year a case was filed against Doubleclick, an online banner ad company, alleging unfair and deceptive business practices for their use of cookies and Web bugs. Doubleclick keeps track of which sites you visit on the web and who you do ecommerce with, and sells that information to spammers and telemarketers.

Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA): Universal v. Reimerdes (NY), DVD- CCA v. Bunner (CA)

The DMCA was passed in 1998 over the objections of scientists, librarians and cryptographers. As it has been interpreted by the courts thus far, §1201 of the DMCA bans devices whose primary purpose is to enable circumvention of technical protection systems, and also prohibits the circumvention of technological protection or access control measures used by copyright owners.

The DMCA is very bad news; it tilts the delicate balance between copyright and 1^{st} Amendment too heavily towards copyright holders. This is because circumventing access controls is necessary for all sorts of ordinary, legal uses of DVDs, like playing them on Linux machines. Read http://www.eff.org/effector/HTML/effect13.11.html#I to see how millions of Americans became criminals under the DMCA.

So What Are We Doing Here?

The Linux Users’ Group of Davis (LUGOD) is holding a fund raiser with Ben & Jerry’s for the EFF. The DMCA has been a huge drain on this grassroots organization, mainly because the movie and DVD industry has almost endless funds to pay for lawyers and litigation. On Wed. June 13^{th} (6pm - 9pm), when you drop by Ben & Jerrys (500 First St. #9; near Borders and Jamba Juice), buy some ice cream and mention that you’re participating in the EFF fundraiser, 25% of your purchase will be donated to the EFF. See

http://www.lugod.org/icecream/ for details.